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gary martens 

Among the factors controlled by farmers, none is more important than the maintenance of the ferti

of the soil which is the chief aim of farming and on which a continuance of good crops mainly depe

In the soil, a large store of fertility has been laid up…which may…be continually added to and improved,
but by careless and injudicious management may be prodigally wasted… 

    - W. M. Saunders, Director of Ottawa Experimental Farm 1893



 

 

 

 

• Find and ride the wave 

• Translate your message for politicians 



Four Suggestions 

• But first… 

 

“Our goal is to work together to achieve agricultural policies 

 which will ensure dignity and security of income for farm  

families while enhancing the land for future generations.” 
 



That statement means 

• That we claim to know the difference between 

good and bad soil health 

• That we can measure soil health 

– Sarah Hargreaves, Nov 2015 NFU newsletter 

• That we can change poor soil health into good 

soil health 

 



Four Possible Policies to discourage 

bad land management and encourage 

good land management 



Policy #1 

• Adjust crop insurance premiums to reflect 

good crop rotations 

• A 3 year rotation = standard premium rate 

• A 2 year rotation = additional premium 

• A 4 or greater rotation = reduced premium 

• Including a perennial in an annual rotation = 

reduced premium 



Policy #2 

• Establish original O.M. 

• 50% of original = base 

• >50% of original = merits 

• <50% of original = demerits 

• Neutral for municipality 



Policy #3 

• Merit system applicable to both #1 and #2 

– Soil tests,  

– nutrient management plans,  

– good manure application practises,  

– cover crops,  

– perennials,  

– straw management,  

– tree planting/maintenance,  

– wetland hosting/maintaining,  



Policy #4 

• Implement  ALUS – alternative land use services 

• Payment for ecological goods and services 

• KAP, Ian Wishart, Delta Waterfowl, Manitoba, 2005 

• Delta Waterfowl 

– Ontario 2007 

– PEI – province wide since 2008, $579,000 in 2011 

– Alberta 2010 

– Saskatchewan 2011 

– Manitoba 2014 

 



For starting a conversation 
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