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e BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS

BACKGROUND

1. Marketing Choice allows prairie wheat and barley producers to sell their grain to any
buyer including the CWB. Itisa Position which the government declared during the
election campaign and which it is now seeking to implement. The Board of Directors of

the CWB has reacted negatively to the government’s position and has spoken out against

2. The first Canadian Wheat Board was established under the War Measures Act as a
government monopoly to market the entire 1919-1920 wheat crop. The government
returned to the open market the next year. In 1935, the Canadian Grain Board Act was

operated for eight years until September 27,1943, Sincc that date the Canadian Wheat
Board has been the sole marketing agency for prairie wheat. Oats and barley were added
in the 1949 crop year. Feed wheat, feed barley and feed oats marketed for livestock in the
domestic market were removed from the CWB monopoly in 1974 and oats was removed,
entirely in 1989, Producers voted to keep canola out of the CWB monopoly in 1973 and
a short-lived continental barley market operated outside the CWB monopoly in 1993,

3. In 1998, the CWB became a shared governance entity as prairie farmers elected 10 of
15 directors and the government of Canada appointed the other five directors, including
the president/chief executive officer. solicitor-client privilege
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