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Mr. Greg Arason

President and Chief Executive Officer
The Canadian Wheat Board

423 Main Street

PO Box 816, Station Main

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 2P5

Dear Mr. Arason: Not Relevant

I am also requesting information on the results of the pilot
program for organic wheat marketmg, which the CWB operated in partnership with the Canadian
Organic Certification Co-operative Ltd. during the 200607 crop year. Background information
on the trial program was provided at the time it was originally announced. Now that this program
has concluded, I would appreciate recetving more detailed information on the CWB’s experience
with the program, as well as that of participating producers. In this regard, I would like to be
informed as to:

. the number of producers who applied to participate;

. the names and addresses of the producer-applicants;

. the number of producers who were selected to participate;

. the names and addresses of the participants;

. the criteria used for selecting the participants;

. the quantities that participants delivered under the program, in total and by delivery point;

. the economic benefit of the program to the individual participants;

. what assessment the CWB conducted to evaluate the pilot project and the results of that
assessment; and

. how the producers who participated in this exercise are marketing their grain now.
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Mr. Greg Arason ' Page 2

1 am requesting this information under section 9 of the Canadian Wheat Board Act. This
information will allow Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada to examine marketing policies for
other organic products in light of the experience gained through the pilot project. The

Government also wishes to be able to contact the individual participants in the pilot project to
obtain their views on the project.

Not Relevant

. ewi
the date by which it will furnish the other information requested.

Sincerely,

Gerry Ritz, PC, MP
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The Canadian Wheat Board

La Commission canadienne du blé

November 1, 2007 ,

The Honourable Gerry Ritz, P.C., M.P.
Minister for the Canadian Wheat Board
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada

Sir John Carling Building

930 Carling Avenue

Ottawa Ontario K1A 0C5

Dear Minist;ﬂ‘%’tz:&ﬂ7

Re: October 22, 2007 Information Request

In your October 22, 2007 letter requesting information on several issues, yéu asked us
to respond immediately indicating the date by which this information would be

provided. Not Relevant

Regarding the 2006-07 pilot program for organic wheat marketing and the information
related to
we would suggest a time frame for a full response of four to five weeks.

We will be pleased to provide you with a full briefing on the organic programs, including
financial results. The financial results of the pilot program will be finalized in the next
few weeks in conjunction with our year-end audit and a fult report can be prepared
thereafter. We believe that this report will answer most of your questions. However, |
would offer one cautionary note with respect to information related to identifiable
individuals. In particular, we are not in a position to provide names, addresses or other
personal information as, to do so would be inconsistent with the Privacy Act. While we
are not in a position to meet that request, if there is specific information that you were
hoping to glean from that data we would be happy to discuss alternate means by which
your needs could be met without violating the Privacy Act.
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Not Relevant

We could provide the information related to sooner if you
prefer.

In the interest of ongoing and productive communicaticn on these and other issues, |
encourage you or your staff to contact me at any time.

Yours truly,

S

Greg S. Arason
President and Chief Executive Officer

GSA/gk
‘POC1872-CEO

Not Relevant

¢ Ms. Lynette Corbett, Chief of Staff to Minister for the Canadian Wheat Board
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- The Canadian Wheat Board
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December 24, 2007

The Honourabie Gerry Ritz, P.C., M.P.

Minister for the Canadian Wheat Board

Agricuiture and Agri-Food Canada

Sir John Carling Building

830 Carling Avenue

Ottawa ON K1A 0C5 ' . |

Dear Minister Ritz:

Re: October 22, 2007 Information Requests

This letter is in response to youir request for further information on the CWB pilot organic wheat Not Relevant
marketing program and on

With regard to the former, | am pleased to confirm that we have now finalized the financial results
for the program. The following is an overview of the pilot project, the results, and the conclusions
the CWB has drawn from the experience.

Please note that the information relating to the organic marketing program is commercially
sensitive and confidential. Release of this information to the public or companies invoived in the
organic grain trade would cause commercial harm to the CWB's marketing program. Also note-
that under the terms of the Privacy Actthe CWB is unable to disciose the names and addresses
of participants.

In the past, CWB facilitated marketing of organic grain by producers and grain companies solely
through the Producer Direct Sale (PDS) or buyback process. In 2005-06, the CWB began to look
at the potential for also marketing organic grains more directly, because an increasing number of
farmers were requesting that the CWB take delivery of arganic grains and market them on
farmers’ benalf. This interest was formalized in a request to the CWB from the Canadian
Organic Certification Cooperative (COCC) that the CWB create an organic pool and market
organic grain.

On June 1, 2006, the CWB board of directors approved a pilot project in which the CWB would
work with the COCC to market its organic wheat and create a pool for the organic premium. At
the end of August, the CWB extended the scope of participation to include farmer members of the
Northwest Community Organic Mills (NWCOM) and other farmers who approached the CWB with
a request to participate. The deadline for signing delivery contracts under the program was
October 1, 2006.

Results
There were initially about 40 farmers who signed delivery contracts under this pilot program.
Some of these farmers submitted samples that did not meet the quality specifications of the
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